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The “Little Church” was built sometime in the 1940’s and was actually 
located across the highway. It was the gathering place of worship for a 
handful of people who used to live on the campground during that 
������ ��	� ��
�� ������ �	� �
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��� ��� �	���� ������ ��
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1980’s, the church was physically moved and relocated to its current 
location.  Although it has not been used for church services in more 
than 20-years, it has often been used for small funerals and advisory 
meetings of the Trustees during the general Camp Meetings.  
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Since August 12, 1942, the mission statement of this 
Campground has been to be used “for the continual 
care of God’s children[,]” “to promote the cause of the 
Christian faith and to provide a place of worship for 
persons of the Christian faith and for such persons to 
meet and worship on the premises[.]” For many 
years, the sign behind the Tabernacle has said it 
more succinctly, “All of God’s people welcome.” 

Through the highs and lows of the past decades, this 
Campground has witnessed new experiences, new 
generations, and a new unity, but the mission re-
mains the same. The mission of caring for God’s chil-
dren and welcoming His people is currently ex-
pressed in many ways. Here are just a few: 

The Campground is a place where the unity of the Sp irit allows us to earnestly seek the unity of the 
faith.  From the beginning, the Campground has been a place where men of God and saints of God can gath-
er regardless of doctrinal differences and feel loved and welcome. The neutrality of a gathering place not 
identified with any one assembly allows men of God to candidly search for the truth while embracing one an-
other in the bonds of Christian love. It was the charity of Bro. Sowders that welcomed the elders of another 
generation while they were yet ignorant of many of the truths he had received, and it remains the charity and 
openness here that permits faithful men to labor in the unity of the Spirit as they seek the unity of the faith. 

The Campground  is a place where you are invited to 
experience a fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit. Many 
places that once celebrated the move of the Holy Spirit 
have now forgotten it. Creeping worldliness has quenched 
the move of the Spirit once so powerful in the Pentecostal 
churches. Here, people gather with an earnest expectation 
of a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Some come seeking 
�������������	
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baptism longer than most of us have been alive. Whichever 
you may be, the invitation is open to all. Come, drink deeply 
of the water of life! 

The Campground is a place grounded in the humble, h istorical roots of this move of God. You do not 
have to be here long to recognize that we do not have the fanciest facilities, nicest accommodations, and 
most comfortable seating arrangements. Our mission has never been grounded in the latest technology. Yet, 
it is the simplicity of this place that reminds us of even simpler times. Surrounded by a world obsessed with 
the latest human advances, it can be all too easy to forget the sacrifices made by those who went before us. 
The Campground provides an opportunity to unplug from the ever changing daily grind and reconnect with 
the simple faith that is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

The Campground is a place that unites the young and  old together in service, worship, and fellow-
ship.  One of the greatest blessings of gathering together on this hilltop is watching the Lord unite the young-
�������������������������������������
������������� ����������������������������������������
��������� ����
couragement and zeal for the old. They serve alongside one another, rejoice together in the Spirit, and share 
the love of God. 
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The Campground is a place where God can join togeth er the next generation. Under the watch-
ful eyes of a legion of chaperones, each new generation of young people have the opportunity to fellowship 
together as they seek God’s will for their future. No one assembly has enough young people to sustain itself 
indefinitely, but the Campground has long provided a central location for young people to meet one another 
and begin a new life together. Each new relationship joins assemblies closer together, thereby uniting the 
body of Christ a little more.  

The Campground is a place where saints 
from smaller assemblies can serve the 
general body of Christ. As the years have 
passed and the size of general meetings has 
steadily grown, few local assemblies possess the 
numbers and facilities to host a general meeting. 
As exciting and wonderful as this growth is, it also 
presents practical limitations for all but the largest 
assemblies. Serving at the Campground allows 
saints from even the smallest of churches to re-
ceive the great blessing that comes from serving 
your brothers and sisters in Christ as the gather 
from across the country and around the world. 
Whether you volunteer as an usher, help in the 
dining room, work in the kitchen, wash the dishes, 
or clean the toilets, we welcome you to experience for yourself the unexplainable joy of serving the people of 
God. 

The Campground is a place where the interna-
tional body of Christ can gather. For as long as 
this gospel has been preached in other nations, repre-
sentatives from the mission field have gathered to cel-
ebrate the good news we have received. Some come 
cross-country by bus, some board an airplane for the 
first time, and some spend days in passenger vans 
driving over a thousand miles. From wherever they 
come, and however they arrive, they find that the 
Campground truly is a place where all of God’s people 
are welcome. No longer an American meeting, the 
Campground has become a beloved experience for 
people of many nations, kindreds, and tongues, 

providing just a glimpse of the day when we all bow together to worship the Lamb of God. 

For those of us who have spent many years gathering here, the 
Campground is a place intimately connected with some of our 
fondest memories, greatest testimonies, and dearest relation-
ships. Whatever your history, wherever your origin, and however 
you arrived, as one of the people of God, you are welcome here. 
We hope and pray that, while you are here, you will make your 
own memories, receive your own testimonies, and build your own 
relationships.  Welcome to a place we call, “Home”. 
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Rejoice, saints of God, for the Lord is again raising up a generation di-
vinely prepared to accomplish His work in this day! Work Week 2014 con-
tinued to reveal that God has a generation of young people earnestly de-
siring to dedicate their lives to His purpose. With labor by day and songs 
and sermons by night, a new generation rose to the challenge.  

Beloved saints who prayed for this day, be encouraged. More hands are 
joining you at this plow. More shoulders are bending to this yoke. The 
Lord of the Harvest has heard your prayers and called laborers to join you 
in the field. Since last fall, the youth of the body of Christ have continued 
laboring in unity with one another and with their elders to exhort one an-
other at youth meetings, serve together at Work Week, and declare this 
wonderful gospel on the mission field.  

To those faithful saints who have invested their lives becoming a great 
cloud of witnesses for a new generation, your young people declare by 
the grace of God, “Torch accepted.” With God on their side, this candle-
stick will burn for another generation. 

�
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The following is a translated testimony from Nancy Paz. She is the daughter of one of the pastors in Honduras, Bro. Misael Al-
varado Zambrano. She is currently staying with Bro. & Sis. Finnicum in Roanoke for 6 months. 

Every day, God shows me great and wonderful things, and I am thankful for His great mercy toward me. One of the great oppor-
��������������������������������������������������� ����������������������� �!������������������� �
��� � �������

����������� ll my 
brothers, sisters, and friends in the Body of Christ. 

The Spirit of God touched my life and filled my heart at Work Week. It was a wonderful blessing. I think that the Holy Spirit and 
the love of God should dwell in us every day, and in Work Week I felt the love of God in my life, and His great Holy Spirit in eve-
ry night service. We realized that God truly touched each one of the hearts of the people who had a part at Work Week. In the 
preachings, worship, and testimonies of each of my brothers and sisters, God spoke to my life. 

I simply have no words to be able to explain what really happened at Work Week. For me, it was the second best week of my 
life, and I am very anxiously waiting for June Campground. I believe in God that it will be a great blessing for my life. I want for 
God to touch my life, my mind, my spirit, and to make me conformed to His will. I am thankful to God for everything, and as God 
has touched my life, it is also my great hope for my family, friends, and brothers and sisters in my dear country of Honduras. 

I was privileged to attend the work week 
again, And what a  week it was. There  
were so many people this year, the 
grounds were buzzing with activity. 
There was a crew of brothers    working 
on the new proposed rv park, another 
crew working on the plumbing, and a 
crew of electricians working in the new 
laundry house. A tree man come down 
from Godfrey and with his crew they cut 
down several old trees and done away 
with others to make room in the rv park. 
Sis Betty Lee had several crews  of 
young people and "The General" kept 
them busy raking leaves, trimming 
shrubbery and planting new plants. 
Some were also painting. The grounds 
look beautiful. - Sis. Radine Rowe 
(Godfrey, IL) 

I’m thankful that I got to 
work in the kitchen at the 
campground and I’m glad 
I got to do trays. I liked 
what Bro. Finnicum said 
and Bro. Fargher.  I 
helped “General Lee” and 
I’m glad that Bro. Danny 
took me around on the 
golf cart, and I’m thankful 
I got to go there.  - Bro. 
Hayden Shaw, age 6 
(Jerseyville, IL) 
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"I was bound by the chains of darkness and sin, I had 
no hope, no peace of mind. Though my sins were red as 
scarlet, He washed them white as snow, and opened 
my blinded eyes. Now my soul will rejoice since I made 
Him my choice, I have joy, peace, and everything within. 
You see my name's been written down in the lamb’s 
great book of life, can't you see what God's done for 
me." 

Those words have become my anthem since the 2014 
workweek, when The Lord made Himself more real to 
me than He ever has. I arrived on the hill Tuesday even-
ing, attending workweek for the first time in my life. The 
whole week was fantastic and I could feel something 
inside me changing more and more each day. During 
the final night of the week, the vein of the service was 
on surrendering. I knew that I needed to release some 
things to the Lord but I didn't even know where or how 
to start. Bro. Bryan & Sis. Mica Harr began to sing a 
song the Lord gave him. The words were: "I surrender 
my all, I surrender my all, to the King of all Kings. I give 
Him everything, I surrender my all.” The spirit of God 
��
�� ��� ��� �������� ��������� ��� ������� ���� ��
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to the Lord. That night God saw that I was finally ready 
to let Him take the rest of the weight off of me, like He 
had been trying to do for some time. Isn’t it wonderful 
how God can see your need and help you before you 
even ask Him to? 

I came to workweek expecting that the Lord would give 
me a good experience, but I had no idea that He would 
help me to this extent. I can't explain what He did or ex-
actly when it happened, but I just feel so much different 
now. I got free from some burdens and situations that 
had suppressed me for far too long. He opened my eyes 
a little bit more, gave me a new hunger, and brought me 
up one step closer to Him. He's so patient and merciful. 
I'll forever owe my life to the Lord for what He did for me 
that week on the hill. Maybe you can't tell it, and words 
couldn't convey what transpired, but I know without a 
doubt The Lord showed up and moved for me. He gave 
me more than just a good experience, He changed me. 
When I returned home, it was like every scripture I read 
and every song I sang had a new meaning. I didn’t know 
what I was missing, but I’m not ever going back! Need-
less to say, it was the most edifying, life-altering week of 
my life. Now I can honestly sing: “Come on and praise 
Him, look what the Lord has done!" - Sis. Maren Valyo 
(Godfrey, IL)  

“This pole needs to be painted, this pile of leaves needs to 
be raked, and these windows need to be washed”! So 
many things you don’t think about while you’re at the camp 
meeting!   

During the week I worked with Sis. Betty Lee or “ General 
Lee” and she is one tough cookie! She likes things done a 
certain way, and that is the only way to do it! Now looking 
back I wouldn’t have wanted to work with anyone else! 
She is such a wonderful example of a godly woman that 
striving to please The Lord in all things even with land-
scaping! “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
��������	
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wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest”(Ecclesiastes 
9:10).  

At one point while working, she asked one of the girls to 
pick up a tree limb. Now when I hear the word tree limb, I 
think of a big branch!  We were trying to help find this “tree 
limb” but after not seeing it anywhere, we asked her, 
“General Lee where is it “?  She said,  “Right here”! And  
she picks up this little bitty twig!! I thought, now why in the 
world would such a small twig matter? What would picking 
it up change? She said, “Now see,  doesn’t it look so much 
cleaner now”? I thought to myself um…sure if you say so! 
Later that day that story kept creeping up in my mind and I 
thought about it for a bit and realized that a lot of times in 
life we get “tree limbs” in our life (little things that we don’t 
even see)  and before we realize it,  it’s trashing up our 
lives and slowly making us unclean! Oh, but once you re-
move it, you can clearly see how much cleaner and pure it 
looks! When that came to my mind, I just about had a Holy 
Ghost fit!  

I highly encourage everyone to go next year! It will help 
you build your faith and you’re also working for The Lord 
and His people! God Bless you all! - Sis. Brooklyn Jackson 
(Russellville, KY) 
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I’m glad that I got to go to campground. I’m glad 
I got to work with Sis. Kathy and I’m glad that I 
got a couple touches.—Sis. Lily Shaw, age 8 
(Jerseyville, IL) 

Work Week seems to be so precious to so many of our young peo-
ple. As I arrived on the hill, I looked so forward to what the Lord had 
in store for us the next week!! Despite the high temperatures, you 
could walk around and see the young people working with all their 
might. (Whatsoever your hands find to do, do it with ALL of your 
might.) I was very blessed one morning to walk around the 
campground, and hear one group of young women singing the song, 
"I Must Run On", and as I passed another group on the other side of 
the grounds, I heard the exact same song being sung. What a bless-
ing to know that God's people are working in unity! What a beautiful 
sound, to hear a joyful noise being made unto the Lord! I believe 
God is pleased with His children, young and old! There's a young 
generation rising up, ready to have the "torch" passed onto them. 
They're running this race with everything they've got in them! God is 
working! He has great things in store for us!!" - Sis. Emilee Nealy 
(Bowling Green, KY) 

As Bro. Daves noted at the Houston Meeting, God is 
opening doors for this gospel to go into other na-
tions. Great works are being accomplished, and our 
international brothers and sisters have a great zeal 
to finish the work that God established through Bro. 
Sowders. 

The gospel threshed on this hilltop all those years 
ago has spread from the Ohio River to the Rio 
Grande, from the mountains of Kentucky to the 
mountains of Haiti, from the plains of Texas to the 
savannahs of Africa. The vision that changed our 
lives forever is opening blind eyes in Mexico, Central 
America, the Philippines, Cuba, the Dominican Re-
public, Canada, Europe, and beyond. Each year 
brings new representatives and new testimonies of 
the work of God across the globe. The Campground 
founded as a home for all God’s people now re-
quires live translators as God’s people encompass a 
diversity unimaginable only a few decades ago. 

The invitation is spreading. The doors are open to 
all. The passion and joy in the faces of these new 
brothers and sisters inspire us to run harder, press 
longer, and pray without ceasing. The body of Christ 
now has a foothold in some of the most Catholic na-
tions in existence. At home and abroad, this brother-

hood is on a collision course with the beast. 

From our modern origin in the call of Bro. Sowders, 
this people has been commissioned to preach the 
gospel of the kingdom. As has been true since the 
day of Pentecost, that command is without borders. 
Our brethren neither individually nor corporately 
claim to possess the entirety of the gospel. Yet, 
each person gathered here is living proof of the 
transforming power of that imperfect gospel. If an 
imperfect gospel can transform us, it can transform 
those that hear us, wherever they may be. If this 
gospel, in its partially restored state, is worth preach-
ing to anyone, it is worth preaching to everyone who 
will listen. If it is worth preaching on this hilltop and 
in our home assemblies, then it is worth preaching 
all across the footstool we call Earth.  

This gospel is worth preaching. It is worth preaching 
at risk of life, loss of treasure, and sacrifice of com-
fort. God’s people across the globe are suffering 
from a famine of truth. We may not have all the truth, 
but we have enough to freely give away that which 
was given to us. God’s people are starving, while a 
few saved lepers enjoy a feast prepared by the Fa-
ther. Time is of the essence. To whoever will listen, 
the Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
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Sewer Lines:  Installed 1050 lineal ft. gravity-fed sewer line from man hole at new restroom. This was installed 
westward to the future area of a full service RV park approximately 40 spaces. We also tied some of the sewer 
�����������������������	��������������������������� ����������������������������������!������������� �����������
job was successfully completed. 

Little Church:  New central AC and heating unit installed in the little church with new ducting that was very 
badly needed. 

Laundry Mat:  For the campground use, one large commercial capacity washer for bed linens, six standard 
washers and seven dryers. For the general church members to use, we have a coin operated laundry mat with 
one large capacity commercial washer, six standard size washers, and seven dryers. 

The laundry rooms needed much work to accommodate all that was necessary including, a new complete elec-
tric service and wiring, total lighting, new plumbing, new AC units in each laundry room.  We also installed dryer 
vents with piping and exhaust fans. The campground purchased and installed all the washers, dryers and water 
heaters. 

We also Install two new 4' x 6' 8" steel entry doors with all the hardware. The laundry rooms will be able to be 
used for the 2014 June Camp Meeting.  However, there will be a few improvements that will be made by the 
Fall 2014 Camp Meeting that were not completed because the lack of time necessary to complete before June 
2014. Come look at the great improvements! 

Propane Emergency Generator: Purchased and installed a 14k propane emergency generator to meet our 
needs during the harsh winters for the new restrooms and new laundry rooms. 

Landscaping & Ground Maintenance: Much work went into improving the grounds this year that included 
weed eating, raking leaves, and cleaning up much debris.  Additional landscaping in the area for shrubs, trees, 
flowers and flowers beds. Many dead trees were removed and many other trees were trimmed. Major brush 
removal at the sewer retention pond. There was much painting, plumbing repair, electrical, glass replacement, 
carpentry work and more. 

Building Maintenance: There was a lot of cleaning of dormitory's, tabernacle, dining room and kitchen. Addi-
tional cleaning at Guest House 1 and Guest House 2, and personal homes as well. 

Walk-In Cooler Repair:  The outside condenser for the walk-in cooler went out and we had to have a new one 
installed. 

Equipment:  We spent $2200 for tractor repair on the Kubota tractor.  

 
Water Drainage Repair:  We removed the old first-aid trailer out of the south side of the ministers row to install 
a drain to prevent water from coming into the rooms. This has been a long-time need. We also installed storm 
drain in that area. 

The testimonies within these pages are just a taste of the wonderful things God accomplished during 
Work Week 2014. In additional to the wonderful services and devotions, young people developed 
new skills and learned more about themselves and each other through a week of physical labor dedi-
cated to God. These young people are our future.   

Through the service of dedicated saints, young and old, we are pleased to announce the following 
natural progress accomplished during Work Week 2014:  
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Once again, the foothills of rural Kentucky welcome the body of Christ for another joyous reunion. The truths 
preached and visions seen when last we met survived the bitterly cold winter. This is no surprise, for these 
truths and this vision have endured far harder times and fiercer challenges. For many who return, the preced-
ing months have brought unforeseen trials and glorious testimonies. Inevitably each June, some who gath-
�������������������
����������������������������� ����!��������������
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covered an undeniable truth.  

Although our place in God’s heart is unforgettably engraved in the palms of his hands (Isaiah 49:16), our 
place in God’s work is only penciled in. As our dear Brother Watson reminded us so many times during his 
messages in the Tabernacle, “We’re only lightly penciled in.” Our challenge is to live in light of this undeniable 
truth. Whatever God has each of us doing and wherever He has us doing it, our part in His plan is temporary. 
The Lord erased someone’s name to write us in, and He will erase our names, sooner or later, to write in the 
next name.  

Many past moves of God left mere monuments remaining. Time passed, generations forgot, and soon, even 
the honored graveyards and monuments to the reformers were paved over with parking lots for the newest 
trend. This Campground once came all too close to a similar end. The blood, sweat, and tears of a faithful 
generation preserved the move of God that we now enjoy here. Passing this vision to yet another generation 
will require no less. 

Every position on these grounds is temporary, but the work is eternal. Each seat was filled by another before 
you and will be filled by another after you, but what you receive while in that seat will change your life forever. 
This is our time, our day, our moment, because it is the opportunity that God has given us. Others were 
erased to make room for us, and we will be erased to make room for others. So we strive, in all we do, to live 
a life that was faithfully penciled in.   
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What is the Heritage Room? Is there any value in these old stories? These are great questions, and I'm glad you 
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present. One of the most significant outcomes from reviewing our heritage is to recognize that the world we live in today is 
a direct result of the thoughts, actions, and relationships of our predecessors. 

The Gospel Kingdom Heritage House has photographs, documents, books, recordings, and video clips available for peo-
ple to catch just a small glimpse of the elements that shaped the life and ministry of William Sowders. The goal of the Her-
itage House is not to build a shrine or museum about just one person, but to accurately study the events contributing to 
what exists today. The best way to examine history is by using the P.R.A.I.S.E. formula: 

Politics 

Religion 

Aesthetics 

Intellect 

Social 

Economic 

If we can identify what was going on in each of these categories during any set time in history we can have a fairly accu-
rate snapshot of cause and effect. Based on what we have been able to determine, 2014 is the one hundred year anniver-
sary of William Sowders entering the ministry. Please stop by to visit and consider sharing your story. We are able to scan 
your old photographs on the spot to share with others and if you would like to preserve the history of your assembly, con-
sider writing down your own experience and bring us a copy. 

�
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We would like to give you an opportunity to participate in the exciting improvements that will be coming in the near 
future. Please use this form to send a weekly, monthly, or one time tax deductible donation to the Campground.  

Thank you in advance for your loving support!   
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I’m glad I got to go to campground and I’m glad we did-
n’t have any wrecks on the way. Bro. Finnicum said 
something in the devotions, he said, “You need to know 
the truth about two things.  You need to know the truth 
about the Word of God, and you need to know the truth 
about yourself”.  I’m glad I got to work with Bro. Wright 
and I’m glad I got to work with my friends.—Bro. Levi 
Shaw, age 10 (Jerseyville, IL)  

I was only there Monday night Tuesday and wed, and Wednes-
day night and I'm 29 so not exactly in with teens anymore, but I'm 
not old. However, I came home after just those two days wanting 
to serve God with greater purpose. Bro Finnicum talked about 
following Gods purpose in our lives. However, for me, beyond the 
things my parents have always instilled in me being faithful to 
&������ ���� ���� !��� � ���� �������� �������� ��'�� !���� ����� ��� �����
Gods purpose for my life. But he gave us some keys to come 
home and work with and for that I'm thankful. - Sis. Rachel 
Hughes (Elkton, KY)  

My first year to go to work week was in May of 2011. I was blessed 
to go back in June that same year with my parents. That is when I 
received the Holy Ghost the second night of campground.  This 
year was my fourth year going to work week. 

This June will be my third Birthday Spiritually!  I enjoy going to the 
youth meetings, meeting new people and fellowshipping with 
friends. I will be looking forward to next year and many more years 
to come. - Sis. Makaela Glass (Humble, TX) 
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